Enhancing Participation for Students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Our school is committed to ensuring that all students, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, have full access to a broad and balanced curriculum and enriching extra-curricular opportunities. 
We take the following steps to increase participation in all aspects of curriculum:
Curriculum access and in-class support
· Lessons are adapted to meet student’s needs, with teachers using evidence-based strategies such as careful seating, regular knowledge checks, access to key words or knowledge banks and appropriate scaffolding. All teachers are teachers of SEND, and they receive extensive support and training to ensure they are confident in teaching students regardless of their background and needs. 
· Tools such as speech-to-text software, reading pens, and visual aids are available to support learning. For example, we use Read-Write Pro on laptops for students so they can have information read to them at their pace.
· Flexible curriculum pathways are used for some students. All students chose their options in Year 9 and can chose the Russell pathway or the Open pathway, but some students can access tailored learning routes where appropriate. Examples include students who take one or two fewer options and instead of being in lessons for this time they are in the Support Hub, either working with a Learning Coach, or catching up on work, or accessing online support (such as Tassomai). Some students ‘double up’ on option subjects to increase their knowledge and understanding of certain topics.
· Learning Coaches work alongside teachers to provide targeted help in class and are responsive to the students’ needs in different lessons and at different times.
· Regular review of One Page Profiles (OPPs) ensure that provision remains responsive to each student’s evolving needs.
Extra-curricular inclusion
· All clubs are open to students with SEN and disabilities, and tutors promote them with their tutor groups. Reasonable adjustments made to support participation, such as moving the club to a downstairs room so that students with mobility issues can attend. 
· Supported access for trips and visits includes risk assessments and planning ensure that students with additional needs can take part safely and confidently, and most visits include a Learning Coach who attends alongside the teachers to help any student with disabilities. 
· Peer mentoring and buddies are used, to promote social inclusion and help students build relationships, so they feel confident.
· Staff leading extra-curricular activities receive training alongside the teaching body to ensure they can support all learners effectively. For example, one of the Science technicians runs an after school club and learns about student support alongside her classroom-based colleagues. 
Wider support and engagement
· Access arrangements are made for assessments, and we follow the JCQ regulations, adapting things like the room, timings, placement, as well as use of word processor, rest breaks, etc.
· We work in partnership with families and external agencies to ensure cohesive support for each student. For example, our Designated Teacher works closely with the Virtual School to ensure that students in care or who are care leavers have access to appropriate support, including technology access.
· Students with SEN and disabilities are encouraged to share their views and collaborate with staff. We have an active Equalities Group, that meet every half term, led by the teacher in charge of Personal Development, and an Autism and Neurodiversity Student Group who meet every fortnight, led by the SENCo. 
· Information is provided in accessible formats that meet individual needs, including visual timetables and simplified language, and our Learning Coaches work with their Virtual Tutor Group to ensure that they understand and can communicate.

