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Message from the Headteacher

Dear Students,

I would like to introduce myself as Mr Beck, the Headteacher of 
Testbourne Community School.  I am writing to say how pleased 
we are that you have been allocated a place at our school for 
September to begin the next chapter of your school career.  I 
look forward to meeting you in person, hopefully in the summer 
term, but I wanted to write to you before I meet you so that I can 
introduce myself and our school.  

Starting secondary school is a very exciting time but may also be 
quite daunting for some of you as you transfer from a relatively 
small school to a larger one.  Please don’t worry because we 
have a fantastic transition programme, ably led by Ms Jenkins, 
our Head of Year 7, which will help you get to know the school 
and answer any questions you may have before you start with 
us.  We also have a wonderful team of prefects who are looking 
forward to supporting you whilst you settle into Testbourne school 
life.  Additionally, this year’s year 7 cohort will be willing and able 
to give advice and to tell you how easily they settled in when they 
were in the same position last year.

You may also be wondering about how your transition will work if 
there are interruptions to education due to Covid.  You should not 
worry about that either as we managed to run a comprehensive 
transition programme last year, using technology to deliver 
remote live lessons and induction days and evenings.  We are 
planning a virtual welcome meeting soon and there will be other 
events as the year goes on.   If Covid restrictions allow, we hope 
to welcome you to our school for a tour in the summer term.  I 
think meeting our students and staff and seeing the school in 
action will really put your mind at ease.  Whatever happens, 
we are planning to deliver face to face or, if necessary, remote 
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experiences to help you make the move from 
your primary school to Testbourne.  

You might not know much about our school.  
If that is the case, I would encourage you 
to look at the Virtual Open Evening section 
of our website.  You’ll find a fantastic video 
prospectus, a virtual school tour, question and 
answer sessions with key staff, subject taster 
lessons and much more.  

Finally, I should like to remind you of this: 
although the stories in the media have been 
quite negative, focusing on you being a 
“lost generation,” I do not believe this is the 
case.  You will have gained a lot from your 
time out of school.  Perhaps you feel more 
resilient, more independent, or more grateful 
for what you have.  Perhaps you have been 
lucky enough to spend quality time with 
your family.  Perhaps you have a new pet or 
hobby.  I always say that all experience is 
good experience.   It shapes who you are for 
the future.  Don’t worry about missed learning 
– young brains can catch up.  The most 
important thing for you to do now that you are 
returning to school is to stay on top of your 
learning, keep motivated and ensure that you 
have the best knowledge you possibly can 
when you start with us in September.

I give my sincerest best wishes to you and 
your families.  Make sure you follow the 
advice from your school and the government 
and support your parents and carers as best 
you can.

 - Mr Beck

3



Meet Some of the Key Staff...

Ms Jenkins – Head of Year 7
“Hello Everyone! I am very excited to be your Head 
of Year when you start here at Testbourne. I also 
oversee the transition process so I look forward 
to coming to visit and meet as many of you as I 
can at your primary schools. This is my 9th year 
at Testbourne but I still remember how big the 
school felt when I started. I also remember the kind 
pupils who helped me find my way around and 
the friendly staff who looked after me until I was 
settled. We will all be here to help and look after 
you through your journey with us.”

Miss Hall-Vidler – Special Educational Needs  & 
Disabilities Coordinator
“Hello! I am the SENDCo at Testbourne. My 
office is based in the Hub and I work with lots of 
members of staff who you will see around school 
and you may even see them in your lesson! I am 
looking forward to meeting you all in September 
and helping you throughout your time here!”

Mrs Bates – School Librarian
“Hello, I’m the School Librarian. You can find me 
in the library (of course!) at break and lunch times, 
when I will be happy to help you find a good book 
from our great collection. I’ll also be introducing 
you to the library during your reading lessons with 
your English class. I look forward to seeing you 
in the library soon, whether you’re a keen reader 
already, or still looking for the perfect book to make 
you one.”
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Welcome from Prefects Executive Leadership 
Team

Hello, new intake students and welcome to Testbourne!  We are 
very excited to hear you are joining our school! 

We are Prefect Executive Leaders and we represent the school 
and its values both in and out of school.  You will see us with 
Prefect ties so please say hello when you spot us around the 
school.  We are very approachable and would like  you to feel 
as comfortable and included as possible from your very first day.  
Our aim is to grow your love for learning and ensure you enjoy 
being a part of Testbourne’s school community.  

We are looking forward to meeting you on induction day! 

Best wishes,

The Prefect Executive Leadership Team
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Subject Studies at TCS

When you join Testbourne in Year 7, you will be placed in 
tutor groups and teaching groups, which are organised by the 
language you have chosen to study: French or Spanish.  We 
have over 20 primary schools represented this year, and we sort 
the tutor groups to have a mixture of students from each.

You will be placed in sets based on information from primary 
schools for English, Maths and Science.  There is mixed ability 
setting for other subjects. Groupings and settings may change 
throughout the year but all students follow the same curriculum 
and are supported to achieve their best. 

Students are split into smaller classes for Design Technology 
so that all students can use the specialist equipment safely, and 
these classes are taught on a rotation so that they all complete 
the same projects by the end of the year.

Homework

Homework is set using Microsoft ‘Teams’, which is part of 
Microsoft Office 365.  You can access this using your school 
email address.  It is very easy to use and you can access from 
PC, tablet/iPad and mobile phones.  
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Equipment 

Essential items: 

• Two writing pens - they must be black or 
blue   

• Pencil and sharpener (or a spare pencil)  
• Rubber  
• Ruler (with mm and cm) - preferably 

a 30cm ruler  
• Protractor and pair of compasses (used in 

Maths, Science and Geography)  
• A small selection of colouring pencils  
• Scientific Calculator - Casio FX-83GTX 

recommended   
• Glue stick 
• A pair of scissors (not pointed) 
• Highlighter pens  
• Mini Whiteboard 
• Whiteboard pens  
• Black fine liner pen – for DT 
• Apron – for Food/DT/Art   
• Headphones (with a 3.5mm jack / USB) – 

for Music 

Desirable but not essential:

• Notepad – a small (A5) notebook for 
rough work

You can purchase some stationery items from 
the library.  The shop will be open during tutor 
time.
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Uniform and PE Kit 

School Uniform
You can purchase school blazers, jumpers 
and ties from Skoolkit.  
Wearing our school uniform means that 
students become valued members of our 
school community and feel a sense of 
belonging and pride. 

• Navy blue blazer with white school badge 
• White shirt with a collar, long or short 

sleeves 
• House coloured tie
• Navy blue jumper with school badge – 

optional 
• Navy blue school skirt with at least one 

pleat / Plain black trousers. 
• Black leather style school shoes 

Please note hooded tops, sweatshirts 
and other non-uniform items should not 
be worn and will be confiscated. Coats 
should not be worn instead of blazers.

Jewellery is not allowed apart from one pair 
of plain ear studs. No other piercings are 
permitted. 

A watch is permitted but you must not wear 
smart watches in exams.

School bag
Students are required to have a school 
bag big enough to carry their school books 
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and equipment.  A rucksack or messenger bag is usually ideal.  
Students will also need an appropriate bag for transporting PE 
kit.

PE Kit
All PE kit is available from a company called Stitch Design. 

• Testbourne Royal Blue & White Polo Shirt
• Testbourne PE ¼ Zip Top
• Testbourne Navy Shorts / Testbourne Navy Leggings / 

Testbourne Navy Jogging Bottoms
• Knee length royal blue socks
• 3G Pitch Footwear (these must not have metal studs) 
• Trainers
• Gum Shields for Rugby (available from PE dept)
• Shin pads for Football
• White, Black or Navy Underskins/ Thermal layer – optional 
• Alternative mid-calf white socks (for indoor or summer 

activities) – optional 

Lockers

Lockers provide an opportunity for students to store books, PE 
kit, lunch and other equipment not immediately needed, rather 
than carrying these items around the school. 

All school lockers at Testbourne are provided and maintained by 
a company called ILS. Parents and carers can book one of these 
lockers, choosing an appropriate location around the school. 
Lockers have been set aside exclusively for new year 7 students. 
Some lockers become available later in the year, and you can 
choose to be added to a waiting list if there is no locker available.

The ILS lockers are available to be booked online at the following 
link: www.ilsschools.co.uk 
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Mobile Phone and Personal Devices

No personal electronic devices are permitted in Testbourne 
Community School.  

Mobile phones must not be visible or used on the school site.  
We understand, however, students may need to carry phones to 
and from school for safety reasons but students’ phones must be 
switched off and put in their bags before they enter the school 
site.  They must not be taken out and switched on until the school 
bell sounds for the final time in the day and they have been 
dismissed from lessons. 

If a student has an item confiscated, whether it be a mobile 
phone, jewellery or non-uniform item, this will be logged and 
parents and carers will be contacted.  
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Canteen

A cafeteria and two canteen outlets operate 
at break and lunchtime, providing a full 
range of salads, sandwiches, snacks and hot 
meals. All food is freshly prepared on site and 
complies fully with the government’s Healthy 
Eating regulations. Payments for these meals 
are via a cashless system where money is 
pre-paid via the TUCASI online payment 
system or using one of the cash machines at 
school.

Students may also bring a packed lunch if 
they prefer, which can be eaten in the Theatre 
Hall or outside using the picnic benches.

Sample menu:
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Extra-Curricular

Some of the opportunities outside the 
curriculum on offer at TCS include clubs such 
as:

• Language Clubs in French and Spanish 
• Creative Writing and Reading Clubs, and 

a Debating Club
• Science and STEM Clubs 
• Youth Parliament opportunities, and an 

Eco Council 
• Duke of Edinburgh Awards scheme 
• A wide range of Art Clubs, including Clay 

Club and Photography
• And many more!

PE and Sports Opportunities

We have excellent facilities on site including 
an all-weather 3G pitch and a fitness gym. 
Activities can include basketball, aerobics, 
badminton, cross country, netball, volleyball, 
gym, Pilates, girls’ and boys’ football and 
rugby, with athletics, cricket, rounders, 
swimming and tennis in the summer months. 
There is sport for fun and fitness as well as 
a range of competitive sports' teams who 
regularly bring home trophies from area 
and regional competitions. In recent years 
Testbourne Year 11 have been District 
Football champions, and Year 7 and 8 have 
been Cricket and Rugby champions.
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Performing Arts

The school enjoys a whole host of Performing Arts activities and 
events that have included European music tours, whole school 
musical productions, theatre trips, arts evenings, TestFest, 
involvement in competitions and festivals as well as a huge range 
of music ensembles to join, and even Dance and Drama groups.

Peripatetic Music 

We offer a range of Instrumental and Vocal lessons by 
experienced, well qualified and enthusiastic self-employed music 
teachers:

• Strings: Violin, Viola 
• Woodwind: Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone 
• Brass: Trumpet, Cornet, Trombone, French Horn, 

Euphonium, Tuba 
• Percussion: Drum Kit, Orchestral Percussion 
• Guitar: Classical Guitar, Electric Guitar, Bass Guitar 
• Other: Keyboard, Piano & Vocals
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Recognition and House System

Every student who attends Testbourne Community School is a 
member of a House as well as our teaching and support staff. 
Each student will wear a Testbourne tie in their house colour to 
help indicate which house they belong to. Our four Houses are:

Testbourne Learning Qualities

• Respect – be courteous, considerate and caring of 
ourselves, each other and the environment. 

• Act with Integrity – morally centred actions and honesty. 
• Courage in learning – be independent and resilient. 
• Ambition – respond positively to challenge, be motivated 

and seek improvement.  
• Responsibility – take responsibility for our actions and their 

consequences.   
• Diligence – be hard working, committed and organised.
• Leadership – take the initiative to positively guide and direct 

peers.

Recognition Points are issued by staff in recognition of a 
student going above and beyond what might normally be 
expected in one of the seven learning qualities. Students will 
be recognised within the class, year group or at whole school 
level. Recognition Points will also be given to those students 
who represent our values outside of school and in the wider 
community.
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Achievement Assemblies are held termly 
and are an excellent opportunity to celebrate 
achievements in a formal, high profile manner. 

Prize Giving and Celebration Evening, 
a high-profile event, is the pinnacle of our 
recognition scheme.  This annual event 
is held at Winchester Guildhall and only 
nominated students who have gone the extra 
mile in the school community are invited to 
attend alongside their proud parents.
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Term Dates and School Day

We follow Hampshire County Council’s school 
term dates:

School Day
Bells sound for the start and end of every 
period. At the end of break and lunch, there 
are warning bells to signal transition time. 
Students are expected to be ready to enter 
the classroom before the second bell. 
You will receive your timetable with lessons 
and timings at the beginning of September.
 

Term Start date End Date

Autumn 2021
2 September 2021 17 December 2021

Half term
25 - 29 October 2021

Spring 2022
4 January 2022 8 April 2022

Half term
21 - 25 February 2022

Summer 2022
25 April 2022 22 July 2022

Half term
30 May - 3 June 2022

08:45 – 09:10 Tutor period
09:10 – 10:00 Period 1
10:00 – 10:50 Period 2
10:50 – 11:10 Break
11:10 – 12:00 Period 3
12:00 – 12:50 Period 4
12:50 – 13:30 Lunch
13:30 – 14:20 Period 5
14:20 – 15:10 Period 6
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Activities Page

What are you looking forward to the most when you start TCS?

What do you want to achieve by the end of Year 7?

What / who can help you fulfil that goal?

See you soon!



Reception is open from 8:30am until 4pm 
from Monday to Friday during the school term.

Testbourne Community School
Micheldever Road

Whitchurch
Hampshire
RG28 7JF

Tel:  01256 892061

Email:  admin@testbourne.school
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